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carries with it a complete inversion of all our
ordinary thought. The ordinary consciousness indeed
rests on the presupposition of a unity beyond all
difference; but it does not directly set that unity
before itself as an object, or at least, does not treat
it as exclusive of other objects. Here, on the other
hand, the unity is no longer presupposed, but made
the immediate object of thought; and, in the direct
gaze at it, everything, even the thought which makes
.it an object, seems to be cancelled. The world is
not denied a lower kind of reality, but its interests
are regarded as external to the higher life; and the
soul, emptied of all finite content, can have no desire
but to break down the last barrier which separates
it, from the 'divine.

. At this  point, however,   there   arises   a  peculiar
.Difficulty of Mysticism, which tends even to confound
it: with its extreme opposite.    For  the mystic who
finds, eveiything, in God seems to speak   the  same
language as the Agnostic who finds nothing in him,
qjr; ^rtto finds in him only the negation of all that
^ fW je^eive or know or think.    In the ascent to
y, the mystic loses hold of everything
positively characterise  it,  and
wheijf he,:,4tiii|^, at ity it is with empty hands.    He
begins  by  separating  from   it   everything   that is
material, removing  from  it  every   attribute   which
we attach to things conditioned by time and space.

